
OFFICIAL.

by the president of the united states
OF AMERICA.

A PROCLAMATION.
Whereas a treaty of peace, friendship, limits,

and settlement, between die United Stales of Amer¬
ica and the Mexican republic, was concluded and
signed at the city of Uuadalupe Hidalgo on the
second day of February, one thousand eight hun¬
dred and forty-eight, which treaty, as amended by
the 5?enate of the United Stales, is word for word
as follows:

In the name of Almighty God :
The United States of America and the United Mexican

Slates animated by a sincere deaire to put an end to the cala¬
mities o: the war which unhappily exists between the two

republics, and to establish upon a solid basis relations of peace
and friendship, which shall confer reciprocal benefits upon the
atii/ens of bjik, and assure the concord, harmony, and mu¬

tual confidence wherein the two people should live, as good
neighbors, have for that purpose appointed their respective
plenipotentiaries.that is to say, the Pre»ident of the United
States has appointed Nicholas P. Trist, a citizen of the Uni¬
ted States, sod the President of the Mexican republic has ap¬
pointed Don Luis Gonzaga Cuevas, Don Bernardo Couio,
and Don Miguel Atristajn, citizen* of the said republic, who,
after a reciprocal communication of their respective lull powers,
have, under the protection of Almighty God, the author of
peace, arranged, agreed upon, and signed the following
Treaty ofpeace,friendship, limits, and settlancnt, between
the United States of America and the Mexican Republic.
Art. I. Tbav shall b» firm and universal peace be¬

tween the United Slates of America and the Mexican republic,
and between their respective countries, territories, cities, towns,
and people, without excepton of places or persons.

Art. 2. Immediately upon the signature of this treaty, a

convention shall be entered into between a commissioner or
commissioners appointed by the General-in-chief of the forces
of the United States, and such as may be appointed by the
Mexican Government, to the end that a provisional suspension
of hostilities shall take place, aud that, in the {daces occupied
by the said forces, constitutional order may be re-established,
as regards the political, administrative, and judicial branches,
«o far a« this shall be permitted by the circumstances of mili¬
tary occupation.

Art. 3. Immediately upon the ratification of the present
treaty by the Government of the United Stales, orders shall
be transmitted to the commanders of their land sad naval
forces, requiring the latter (provided this treaty ihall then have
been ratified by the Government of the Mexican republic, and
the ratifications exchanged; immediately to desist from block¬
ading any Mexican ports; and requiring the fornw r (under
the same condition) to commence, at the earliest moment
practicable, withdrawing all troops of the United Stales then
in the interior of the Mexican republic, to points that shall be
selected by common agreement, at a distance from the seaports
not exceeding thirty leagues; and such evacuation of the in¬
terior of the republic shall be completed with the least possi¬
ble delay; the Mexican Government hereby binding itself to
afford every facility in ltt power for rendering the same con¬
venient to the troops on their march and in their new posi¬
tions, and for promoting a good understanding between them
and the inhabitants, faa like manner, orders shall be dis¬
patched to the persons in charge of the custom-bouses at all ports
occupied by the Corses of the United States, requiring them (un¬
der the same condition) immediately to deliver possession of the
same to the personsauthorized by the Mexican Government to
receive it, together with all bonds and evidences of debt for
duties on importations and exportation® not yet fallen due
Moreover a faithfuland exact account shall be made out, show¬
ing the enure amoont of all duties on imports and on exports
collected at such custom houses or elsewhere in Mexico by au¬

thority of the United States, from and after the day of ratifi¬
cation of this treaty by the Government of the Mexican re¬

public ; and also an account of the cost of collection, and such
entire amount, deducting only the cost of collection, shall be
delivered to the Mexican Government, at the city of Mexico,
within three months after the exchange of ratifications.

The evacuation of the capital of the Mexican republic by
the troops of the United States, in virtue of the above stipu¬
lation, shall be completed in one month after the orders there
stipulated for shall have oeen received by the commander of
said troops, or sooner if possible.

Art. 4. Immediately after the exchange of ratifications of
the present treaty, all castles, forts, territories, places, and
possessions, which have been taken or occupied by the forces
of the United States during the pre*ent war, within the limits
of the Mexican republic, as about to be established by the fol¬
lowing article; shall be definitively restored to the said repub¬
lic, together with all the artillery, arms, apparatus of war, mu¬
nitions, and other public property, which were in the said cas¬
tles and forts when captured, and which shall remain there at
the lime when this treaty shall be duly ratified by the Govern¬
ment of the Mexican republic. To this end, immediately
upon the signature of this treaty, orders shall be dispatched
to the American officer* commanding such castles and torts,
securing against the removal or destruction of any such ar¬

tillery, arms, apparatus of war, munitions, or other public
property. The city of Mexico, within the inner line of en¬
trenchments surrounding the said city, is comprehended in the
sbove stipulations, as regards the restoration of artillery, appa¬
ratus of war, Slc.
The final evacuation of the territory of the Mexican repub-1

lie by the forcos of the United States, shall be completed in
throe mooths from the ssid exchange of ratifications, or soon- j
er, if possible; the Mexican Government hereby engaging, as
in the foregoing article, to use all means in its power for fa
alitating such evacuation, and rendenng it convenient to the
troops, and for prouoting a good understanding between them
and the inhabitants.

If, however, the ratification of this treaty by both parties
should not taka place in time to allow the embarkation of the
troops of the United States to be completed before the com-'
mencement of the sickly season at the Mexican ports on the
Gulf of Mexico, in such case a friendly arrangement shall
be entered into between the General -in-cbief of the said
troops and the Mexican Government, whereby healthy and
otherwise suitable places, at a distance from the ports not
exceeding thirty leagues, shall be designated for the residence
of such troops as may not yet have emberked, until the return
of the healthy season. And the space of time here referred to
as comprehending the sickly season shall be understood to ex-
tend from the first day of May to the first day of November.

All prisoners of war taken on either side, on land or on sea,
shall be restored as soon as practicable after the exchange of
ratifications of this treaty. It is also agreed that if any Mexi-
cans should now be held as captives by any savage tribe within
the limits of the Untied States, as about lo be established by
the following article, the Government ol the said Urnted States
will exact the release of such captives, and cause them to be re¬
stored to their country.

Art. 8. The boondsry line between the two republics shall
commence in lbs gulf of Mexico, three learue* from land, op¬
posite the mouth of the Rio Grande, otherwise called Rio Brsvo
del Norte, or opposite the mouth of its deepest branch, if it
should have more than one branch emptying directly into the
sea ; from thence up the middle of that river, following the
deepest channel, where it has more than one, to the point!
where it strikes the southern boundary of New Mexico; thence,
westwardiy, along the whole southern boundary of New Mexi-
C) (which runs north of the town called Pom) to its western
tenninstion ; thence, northward, along the western line of
New Mexico, until it intersects the first branch of the river
Gila ; (or If it should not intersect any branch of that river,
then to the point on the said line nearest to such liranch, ami
thence in a direct line lo the mam ;) thence down the middle
oC the said branch and of the said river, until it empties into
the Ri i Colorado ; tbenre across the Rio Colorado, following
the division line between Upper and Lower Californis, to
the Pacific ocean.
The »outhen> Mid we«tern limits of New Mexico, mention¬

ed in this Article, ere those laid down in the map entitled
" Map of the United Mexican State*, a* organized and de¬
fined by variuut utU of the Congreat of *Uid republic, and
conUrucltd according io the best autfu/riliei. Retittd edi¬
tion. Published ct fltw York in 1M7, by J. DisturnelJ."
Of which map ¦ copy is added to this treaty, bearing the
signatures and aeals of the undersigned plenipotentiaries. A ml,
in order to preclude all difficulty in tracing upon the ground
the limit operating Upper from Lower California, It i* agreed
that the laid limit dull ronnat. of a straight line drawn from
the middle of tbe Rio Gila, where it twite* with the Colorado,
to a point on thecoa*t of the Pacific ocean diatant one marine
league doe aouth of tbe southernmost point of the port of San
Diego, according to the plan of aaid port made in tbe year
I7S* hy Don Juan Pantoja, second Milling-maater of tbe
Bpunish fleet, and published at Madrid in the year 1 *02, in
the Atlss to the Toyage of tbe schooners Sutil and Men rana,
of which plan a copy i* hereunto added, aigned and aea.ed by
tbe respective plenipotentiaries. #

In order to designate tbe boundary line with due precision,
upon authoritative maps, and to establish upon the ground
la idmarka which dial) ebow the limit* of both republic*, a«

described in the present article, the two Government* ahull
each appoint a commissioner ami a «ur»eyor, who, before the
expiration of one year from tbe date of the exchange of ratifi¬
cation* of thia treaty, dull meet at the port of San Diego,
and pr'tceed lo run and ma'k the aaid boundary in it* whole
course to the mouth of tbe Rio Bravo del Norte. They shell
keep journals and murk out plan* of their operation* : and
the (mult agreed upon by them shall be deemed a pert of thi*

. treaty, and shall have the suroe force a* if H were inserted
therein. The two Governamnts will amicably agree regard¬
ing what may be neeeanary to these persons, and also as to
their respective escort*, should rach be necessary.The boundary line established by this article shall he reli¬
giously respected by each of the two republic*, and no change
#hsll ever be made therein, except by the exprees and free

I consent of both nation., UwfuJly given by the General Gov¬
ernment of each, in conformity with it* own coooutuuon.

Art. 6. The *MtiI* and ciiium of the United State. shall,
in all time* have a tree and uninterrupted passage by the gull
of California, hUv| by the river Colorado below ns confluence
with the Gila, to and from their po*se*tion. situated north of
the boundary fine defined in the preceding article ; it being
uitdeiMuod that this passage la to Ua by navigating the gull"of
California and the river Colorado, and not by land, without
the expreaa consent of the Mexican Government.

by rhe examinations which may be made, it ahould be
a«"ertained to be practicable and advantagtou. to conatruct a

road, canal, or railway, which ahould in whole or in part run

upon the river Gila, or upon ita rinht or ita left bank, within
'he apace of one marine league from either margin of the
fiver, the Government. of both republics will form an agree¬
ment regarding ita construction, in order that it may serve

equally for the uae and advantage of both countries.
Art. 7. The river Gila, and the part of the Hi0 Bravo del

-Norte lying below the southern boundary of New Mexico,
being, agreeably to the tifth article, divided in the middle be¬
tween the two republics, the navigation of the Gila anJ of
the Bravo below said boundary ahall be free and comiron to
the vesaela and citizen. of both countries ; and neither shall,
without the consent of the other, conatruct any work that
may impede or interrupt, in whole or in part, the exercise of
wis right; not even tor the purpose of favoring new method*
of navigation. Nor shall any tax or contribution, under any
denomination or title, be levied upon veasels or persons navi¬
gating the same, or upon merchandise or effects transported
thereon, except in the case of landing upon one of ibeir
shores. If, for the purpose of makiug the said rivers naviga¬
ble, or for maintaining them in such state, it should be neces¬

sary or advantageous to establish any tax or contribution, this
wall not be done without the consent of bath Governments.
The stipulations contained in the present article -ball not

impair the territorial rights of either republic within its estab¬
lished limits.

Art. 8. Mexicans now establiabed iu territories previously
belonging to Mexico, and which remain for the future within
the limits of the United State* as defined by the present
treaty, shall be tree to continue where they now reside, or to
remove at any time to the Mexican republic, retaining the
properly which they possess in the said territories, or dispos¬
ing thereof, and removing the proceeds wherever they please,
without their being subjected, on this account, to any contri¬
bution, tax, or charge whatever.

Thoee who shall prefer to remain in the aaid territories,
may either retain the tiUe and rights of Mexican ciuzens, or

.oquire those of citizens of the United States. But they shall
ne under the obligation to make their election within one year
trom the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty ;
and those who shall remain in the said territories after the ex¬

piration of that year, without having declared their intention
to retain the character of Mexicans, shall be considered to
have elected to become citizens of the United States.

n t e said territories property of every kind, now belong¬
ing to Mexicans not established there, shall be inviolably re¬

spected. J he present owners, the heirs of these, and all
Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said property by con-
tract, shall enjoy with respect to it guaranties equally ample
as it thei same belonged to citizens of the United States.

rt. . . lexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, shall
not preserve the character of citicens of the Mexican repub-
7» c?n.fab'y Wlth what is stipulated in the preceding arti¬
cle, shall be incorporated ioto the union of the United States,
and he admitted at the proper time (to be judged of by the
Congress of the United States) to the enjoyment of all the
right, of citizen, of the United States, according to the prin¬
ciples of (he constitution < and in the mean time shall be main¬
lined and protected in the enjoyment of their liberty and pro¬
per v, an secured in the free exercise of their religion without
restnction. A

Art. 10. [Stricken out.]
Art. 11. Considering that a great part of the territories

which, by the present treaty, are to be comprehended for the
future within the limit, of the United State*, is now occupied
ty savage tribes, who will hereafter be under the exclusive
control of the Government of the United States, and whose
incursions within the territory of Mexico would be prejudicial

11 13 solemnly agreed that all such incursions
aha I be forcibly re.tr.ined by the Government of the United

, whensoever this may be neoeaaary; and that, when they
cannot be prevented, they shall be punished by the «aid Gov-
eminent, and satisfaction for the same shall be exacted.all in
t e same way, and with equal diligence and energy, as if the
same incursions were meditated or committed within it. own
terrttorv, againet it. own citizen..

It shall not be lawful, under any pretext whatever, for
.ny inhabitant of the United States to purchase or acquire
any Mexican, or any foreigner residing in Mexico, who may
have been captured by Indian, inhabiting the territory of either
of the two republic., nor to purchase or acquire hor»e*, mules,

by iuZn2'V°f a0y ki°d' S'j4en Wllhm Meiican (""tory
And in the event of any person or person, captured within

territory by Indians being carried into the territory
of the Lnited States, the Government of the latter engages and

.

i tl>e mt>*t solemn manner, so toon as it shah
know of such captives being within iu territory, and .hall be
8 10 d0» 'brough the faithfol exerci*of ita influence and
powe , to rescue tbem and return them to their country, or
deliver them to the .gent or representative of the Mexican
Government. The Mexican authorities will, as far as practi-
cable, give to the Government of the United State, notice of
.uch captures, and ita agent shall pay the expenses incurred
in the maintenance and transmission of the rescued captives.

!i.° 'k .t "f" Ume trMted with tbe utmost hospi-
tality by th. Amencan authoritie. at the place where thev may
he. But if the Government of the United State* before re-
ceiv.ng such notice from Mexico, .hould obtain intelligence,
through any other channel, of the existence of Mexican cap-
uvea within it. territory, it will proceed forthwith to effect

iSd^d"* erJ 10 the Mexictn M ab°*e

For the purpwe of givmg to theM .tipulaUon. the fullest

P0**!i> 1^ affjrding the security and redress de¬
manded by their true .pint and intent, the Government of the
I n.ted States will now and hereafter pass, without unneces¬
sary delay, and always vig,|tntly enforce, such l.w* a. the na¬
ture of the subject may require. And, finally, the aacredoe*
of (hu obligation shall never be k»t sight ol by the ..id Gov
ernment when providing for the removal of the Indian, from
any portion of the said territorie* or for iu being settled by
citizens of the Lnited States, but, on the contrary, special
care .hall then be taken not to place its Indian occupant, un¬
der the neceMty of seeking new home., by oommitting those
invasion, which th. Lnitad State, have solemnly obliged them -

nelve. to reatraiu.
Art. 12. In consideration of the extenaion acquired by (he

Mundane, of the Lnited State* a. defined in Uie filth article
of tM preeent treaty, the Government of the United States
engages to W to that of the Mexicw Republic the .um of
fifteen millions of dollar* I

Immediately after this treaty .hall hare been duly raufied
by he Government of the Mexican Republic, the .um of three

Ik ,0?!^n * *** 10 lhe "wd Government by
that of the United State* at the city of Mexico, in the gold

Tb« remaining twelve millions of
dollar. ahall be paid at the same place, ,nd in the same coin,
in annual instalment, of three millions of dollars each, t<^
gether with interest on the same at the rate of six per centum
per annom. This interert shall begin to run upon the whole
sum of twelve million, from the day of the ratification of the
present treaty by the Mexican Government, and the first of
the instalment, shall be paid at the expiration of one veer
from the-me day. Together wit. each annual intalment

r"WL°n truing on .uch in.talment
from the beginning shall al*o he paid.

Art. 13. Tbe l niied State, engage, moreover, to assume
and pay to th« claimant, all the .mount, now due tbem, and
tho* hereafter to become due, by re. « of the claims .Ueady
liquidated and decided against the Mexican Republic, under
he conventions between (he two Republics tev**ra!lv con

eluded on the 1 Ith day of April, eigbtJn hundred and th,^-1
nine, and on the thirtieth day of January, eighteen hundred
and forty-three ; ao that (he Mexican Rep«blic »h*il be abso¬
lutely exempt, for the future, from all expru* whatever on
account of the said claim*.

Art. 14. The United States do furthermore dischsrge the
Meiican Republic from all claima of citoeri* of the United
State* not heretofore decided against the Mexican Govern¬
ment, which may have arieen previnuslr to the date of the
-tgnature of this treaty « which discharge khail be final and
perpetual, whether the laid claima be rejected or be allowed bythe luard of commissioners provided f.ic in the following article,
and whatever shall he the total amount of those ailowed.
Art 16. The United Htatee, exonerating Mexico from all

demands on account of the claima of their cithtrns mentioned
in the preceding article, and considering them entirely and for¬
ever cancelled, whatever their amoant may he, undertake to
make Mtiafaction for the *ame, to an amount not exceeding
three and one quaiter million* of dollar* To ascertain the
validity and amoant of those claima, a board of cemmission*
ers shall be established by the Government of the l:mted Stales,
whose award* shall be final and conclusive ; provided that, m
deciding upon the validity of each claim, the board shall be
guided and governed by the principle* snd rules of deciiiion
prescribed by the first and fifth artic ea of tho unratified con¬
vention, concluded at the city of Mexico on the twentieth day
of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three ;
and in no caae shall an award be made in favor of any claim
net embraced by theae principles and rules.

If, in the opinion of the said board of commissioners, or of
the claimant*, any book*, record*, or document*, in the poe-
.ession or power of the (Jovernment of the Mexican republic,*hall beseemed necessary to the just decision of any claim,
the commissioners, or the claimant* through them, shall, with'
in such period as Congress may designate, make an applica¬tion in writing for the same, addressed to the Mexican Minis¬
ter for Foreign Affairs, to be transmitted by the Secretary of
Mute of the United States » and the Meiican Government eiv
gages, at the earliest possible moment after the receipt of such
demand, to cause any of the book*, records, or document*, ao
specified, which shall be in their possession or power, (or am-

theuticafed copies or extracts of the tune,) to be transmitted
10 the said SecreU.ry ot State, who shall immediately deliver
these over to tfoa said board of commissioners: Provided, Tbst
uo such applice.uou shall be made by, or at the instance at,
any claimant, until the facts which it is expected to prove by
such books, vecords, or documents, shall have been stated un¬
der oath or affirmation.

Art. 16. Each of the contracting parties reeerves to itself
the entire right to fortify whatever poiut within its territory it
mey judge proper so to fortify for its necurity.

Art. 17. The tresty of atuity, commerce, and navigation,
concluded at tho city of Mexico on the 5th day of April,
A. D. 1831, between the United States of America and the
United Mexican States, except the additional article, and ex-

oept so far as the stipulations of the said treaty may be incom¬
patible with any stipulation contained in the present treaty, is
hereby revived for the period of eight years from the day of
the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, with the same

force and virtue as if incorporated therein < it being under¬
stood that each of the contracting parties reserves to itself the
right, at any time after the said period of eight years shall
have expired, to terminate the same by giving one year's no¬
tice of such intention to the other party.

Art. 18, AU supplies whatever for troops of the United
States in Mexico, arriving at ports in the occupation of such
troops previous to the final evacuation thereof, although sub¬
sequently to the restoration of the cu*tom-hou*es at such port*,
shall be entirely exempt from duties and charges of any kind ;
the Government of the United States hereby engaging and
pledging its faith to establish, and vigilantly to enforce, ail
possible guards for securing the revenue of Mexico, by pre¬
venting the importation, under cover of this stipulation, of any
articles other than such, both in kind and in quantity, as shall
realiy be wanted for the u»e and consumption of the forces of
the United States during the time tfaey may remain in Mexi¬
co. To this end it shall be the duty of all officers and agents
of the United States to denounce to the Mexican authorities
at the respective ports any attempts at a fraudulent abuse of
this stipulation which they may know of, or may have reason
to suspect, and to give to such authorities all the aid in their
power with regard thereto ; and every such attempt, when du¬
ly proved and established by eentence of a competent tribunal,
shall be punished by the confiscation of the property so at¬

tempted to be fraudently introduced.
Art. 19. With respect to all merchandise, etlects, and pro¬

perty whatsoever, imported into ports of Mexico whilst in the
occupation of the forces of the United Slates, whether by citi¬
zens of either republic, or by citizens or subjects of any neutral
nation, the following rule* shall be obeerved :

1. All such merchandise, effects, and property, if imported
previously to the restoration of the custom-houses to the Mexi¬
can authorities, as stipulated for in the third article of this trea¬
ty, shall be exempt from confiscation, although the importation
of the same be prohibited by the Mexican tariff.

2. The same perfect exemption shall be enjoyed by all such
merchandise, effects, and property imported subsequently to
the restoration of the custom-houses, and previously to the
sixty days fixed in the following article for the coming into
force of the Aiexican tariff at such ports respectively; the said
merchandise, effects, and property being, however, at the time
of their importation, subject to the psyment of duties, as pro¬
vided for in the said following article.

3. All merchandise, effects, and property described in the
two rules foregoing, shall, during their continuance at the
place of importation, and upon their leaving such place for
the interior, be exempt from all duty, tax, or impost 6f every
kind, under whatsoever title or denomination. Nor shall
they be there subjected^ to any charge whatsoever upon the

thereof.

«J!" J merchandise, effects, and property described in the
,

and fconJ rules, which shall have been removed to any
place in the interior whilst such place was in the occupation of
he forces of the United Bute*, shall, during their continuance
therein, be exempt from all tax upon the sale or consumption
thereof, and from every kind of impost or contribution, under
whatsoever title or denomination.

?* ®ut.if »"y merchandise, effects, or property, described
in the first and second rules, shall be removed to any place not
occupied at the time by the force# of the United States, they
shall, upon their introduction into such place, or upon their
.ale or consumption there, be subject to the same duties which,
under the Mexican laws, they would be required to pay in such
cases i^they had been imported in time of peace, through the
maritime custom-houses, and had there paid the duties con-
formably with the Mexican tarirt.

C" ff*6 °w"eni of merchandise, effects, or property de¬
scribed in tha first and second rule*, and existing in any port of
Mexico, shall have the right to reship the same, exempt from
all tax, impost, or contribution whataver.
With respect to the asetils, or other property, exported

from any Mexican port whilst in the occupation of the forces
of the Lnited States, and previously to the restoration of the
custom-house at such port, qc person shall be required by the
Mexican authorities, whether general or State, to pay any tax.
duty, or contribution upon any such exportation, or in any
manner to account for the same to the said authorities.

Art. 2°. Through consideration for the interests ofcommerce
generally, it is agreed that if less than sixty days should elapse
between the date of the signature of this treaty and the resto-

. ^ ?! U* Cus1,0m"hou8es. conformably with the atipuiation
in the third article, in such case all merchandise, effects, and
property whatsoever, arriving at the Mexican ports after the
restoration of the said customhouses and previously to the ex-

rSll"1? d"J!after ,h® d*y of the «?"««ure of this trea-
** adm'tted Lt0 entry; and no other duties shall be

evied thereon than the duties established by the tariff found
in force at such custom-houses at the time of the restoration
of the same ; Md toaU such matcbandise, effects, and proper-

4^ '.iT £ub,'*bed b7 ,h« preceding article shall applv.
" «nb«ppily any diaagreement should hereafter

arise between the Governments of the twe republics, whether
with respect to the interpretation of any stipulation in this
>rcaty, or with respest to any other particular concerning the
political or commercial relations of the two nauona, the said
Government^ in the name of tho* nations, do promise to each
other that they will endeavor, in the met ',iD£e Zd eaiS
ZT? ,0 \b? diffrDC" " "**.S to pmervetbe
stale of peace aod fnendahip in which the two countries are
now placing themselves, using lor this end mutual repreaenta-

1 k u ^ negotiationss and if by these means they
should not be enabled to come to an agreement, a resort shaM
not, on this account, he had to reprisals, aggreaaion or hos-

theGov""7 k,0d'rbltbe 006 repuWic **mnt th" °>her, until
the Government of that which deems itself aggrieved shall have
maturely considered, in the spirit of peace .ml good nughbor-
S'ttlw STthH ^ be,"r that 'uch should
be settled by the arbitution of commissioners appointed on each

0 ua n*nd,y n,tKm 5 Md> "hould such course
be propoaed by either party, it stall be acceded to by the other

the^Tff 7k" aho«Bth®T wcompatible with the nature of
the difference or the circumstances of the case.

<-
IfJwhich »« not to be expected, and which God

publics, th" i<>a,d Unh*ppi'7 bre#k out ^"een the two re-
publtca, they do now, with a vjew to such calamity, aolemnlv

fh ®m*lye* ,0 e>ch o^er and to the world to observe

ec'twbf,re *. "'"re of tbe sub¬
ject permits, and as closely as possible in ail cases wbert such
absolute observance shall be impowble :

otter ^h.e|l^rClf,n!!i ^ <Hajerrepub,ic tltn residing in the
other shall be allowed to remain twelve months, (for tf>o«p
dwelling in the interior,) tad six month* (for those dwelling
at the seaports,) to collect their debts and settle their affairs

Petn<M-' ,hej 'hm" *n}aJ ame Pro(ection, and
ln ***** M 'he ci'ijsens or sub¬

jects of the moM friendly nations ,. and, st the expiration there¬
of, or at any time before, they shall have full liberty to de¬
part, carrying off all their effects without molestation or hin
dranc# j conforming therein to the same laws which the an¬
iens or subjects of tbe mo* friendly nations are required to
conform to. Upon the entrance of'be armies ofTher ni-

^e other, women and children, ec-
laatics, scholars of every faculty, cultivators of the earth

manufacturers, and filtermen, unarmed

^ner^n HI* "" l. t°WW' or places, and in
ggwri peraonswW occupation.prefer the common sub-

!hmr mankind, shall be allowed to continue
l,re. ."¦.le-tH in their persons.

ed n or t he!r!¦' ^ oro,herw»e destroy-
ed, nor their cattle taken, nor Uieir 6elds waste.1 b* th» .rr^A
force into who^ power, by the event. ZTtel ^av hT^
pen to fall, but if the nroe^y arise u, lkl l./t£nZ f.T
;h;T,f;'nlh' ,uch the Mme Shall i paid
'oIlIleThb .! TIL- 1 hospitals, sch<v>ls,
colleges, libraries, and ottwr estabh«irw.nti for charitable snd
beneficent purposes, shull be i . fnar,l*n,p ,r>°

nw.,^i wilKTkV^ rtapected, and all persons con-

ties^lr/^ M.mt'Protected th« d.scharge of their du¬
ties and the pursuit of their vocations.

a. In order that the fate of prisoners of war may be allevi¬
ated, all such practices as tbo«c of unj; ..

paroles, within convenient districts sn I h,». ?n *',ir
quarters ^ and the common aoldiei. .hall lie limited i

'

tonrnents, open and exten«veJSih f?^s2?!S ^
lodged in barracks as roomy and »ood n. r# I^rC,'T'
party in who*, power thev are ^^̂̂
any officer shall break his

Bnt ,f

rnrrted him or \ , lng the district so as-

JE.uJnZi Tr Z7itt:rr !rz*z "r
him, such individual, officer 07>!Lr ^
much of the benefit of this article . ! ,

parole or ,n cantonment. And ^ ^ 00

prole, or any common *££̂
aaaigned him, shall afterward. iSr 7,P4n*^ l,n»,te

his being regularly exchange,) th/~ In ,n^Pr'T">u"'r to

Ttsr. ,-s? -
ea...|r,nL

°r hy commutation, to officers of

Zhed wih K
"my . 'nd .» others shall be daily for

«. own Mnei , >b. .d... ot .ijdt. lb.

ckto of tha war, or at periods to be agreed upon between the
respective commanders, be pud by the other party, on a mu¬
tual adjustment, of accounts for the subsistence of "prisoner* >

and such accounts shall not be mingled with or set off against
any others, nor tbe balance due on them be withheld as a

compensation or reprisal for any cause whatever, real or Fr¬
iended. Each party shall be allowed to keep a commissary of
prisoners^ appointed by itself, with every cantonment of pri¬
soners in possession of the other ; which commissary shall tee

the prisoners as often as he pleases ; shall be allowed to re¬

ceive, exempt from all duties or taxes, and to distribute what¬
ever comforts may be sent to them by their friends ; and shall
be free to transmit his reports in open' letters to the party by
whom he is employed.
And it is declared that neither the pretence that war dis¬

solves alt treaties, nor any other whatever, shall be consider¬
ed as annulling or suspending the solemn covenant contained
in this article. On the contrary, the state of war is precise¬
ly that for which it is provided, and during which its stipula¬
tions are to be as sacredly observed as (he most acknowledged
obligations under the law of nature or nations.

Art. 33. This treaty shall be ratified by the President of
the United States of America, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate thereof; and by the President of the
Mexican republic, with the previous approbation of its gene¬
ral Congress ; and the ratification shall be exchanged in the
city of Washington, or at the seat of government of Mexico,
in four months from the date of the signature hereof, or soon¬
er if practicable.

In faith whereof we, the respective plenipotentiaries, have
signed this treaty of peace, friendship, limits, and settlement {
and have hereunto affixed our seals respectively.
Done in quintuplicate, at the city of Guadalupe Hidalgo,

on the second day of February, in the year of oar Lord one
thousand eight hundred and for'y-cight.

N. P. TRIST, [l. a.]
LUIS G. CUEVAS, [l. a.]
BERNARDO COUTO, [i. s ]
MIGL. ATRISTAIN, [l. s.]

And whereas the said treaty, as amended, has been duly
ratified on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the
same were exchanged at Queretaro on the thirtieth day of
May lasi, by Ambrose H. Sevier and Nathan Clifford, Com¬
missioners on the part of the Government of the United States,
and by Seiior Don Luis de la Rosa, Minister of Relations of
the Mexican republic, on the part of that Government :

Now, therefore, be it known that I, James K. Polk, Pre¬
sident of the United States of America, have caused tbe said
treaty to be made public, to the end that the same and every
clause and article thereof may ke observed and fulfilled with
good faith by the United States and the citizens thereof.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my band and caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the city of Washington this fourth day of July,

one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, and of
I1, ¦.J tt,e Independence of tbe United States the seventy-

third. JAMES K. POLK.
By the President:
James Bccilaxax, Secietary of State.

ARTICLES REFERRED TO IN THE 15th ARTICLE
OF THE PRECEDING TREATY.

First and Fifth Articles of the unratified Convention be¬
tween the United States and the Mexican Republic, ofthe twentieth of November, 1843.
Art. 1. All claims of citizens of the Mexican republic

against the Government of the United States, which shall be
presented in the manner and time hereinafter expressed, and
all claims of citizens of the United States against the Gov¬
ernment of the Mexican republic, which for whatever cause
were not submitted to, nor considered, nor finally decided, by
the commission, nor by (he arbiter appointed by the conven¬
tion of 1839, and which shall be presented in tbe manner and
time hereinafter specified, shall be referred to four commis¬
sioners, who shall form a board, and shall be appointed in the
following manner, that is to say : Two commissioners shall
be appointed by the President of the Mexican republic, and
the otber two by tbe President of the United States, with the
approbation and consent of the Senate. The said commis¬
sioners, thus appointed, «hall, in presence of eich other, take
an oath to examine and decide impartially the claims submit¬
ted to them, and which may lawfully be considered, according
to the proofs which shall be presented, the principles of right
and justice, the law of nations, and the treatfybetween the
two republics. /

Art. 5. All claims of citizens of the UniteA States against
the Government of the Mexican republic, wfiich were con¬
sidered by the commissioners, and referred ti the umpire ap¬pointed under (he convention of the eleventhfApril, 1839, and
which were not decided by him, shall be referred to and de¬
cided by tbe umpire to be appointed, as protided by this con-
ven(ion, on the point* submitted to the umpire under the late
convention, and his decision shall be final and conclusive. It
is also agreed tha(, if the respective commissioners shall deem
it expedient, they may submit to the said arbiter new argu¬
ments upon the said claims.

DEATH NOT A PAINFUL PROCESS.

We think that moat persona have been led to regard dying
aa a much more painful change than it generally ia ; first, be¬
cause they have found, by what they experienced in them-
eelvee and observed in others, that sentient beings often strug-gle when in distress , hence struggling to them ia a sign, an
invariable sign, of distress. Muscular action and conscious-
nes* are two distinct things, often existing separately ; and we
have abundant reaeon to believe that in a great proportion of
cases those struggles of a dying man which are ao distressing
to behold, are as entirely independent of consciousness as the
struggle* of a recently decapitated fowl. A second rwibon

wby men are led to regard dying as a very painful change is
because men often endure great pain without dying, and, for¬
getting that like causes produce like effects only under similar
circumstances, they infer that life cannot be destroyed without
still greater pain. But the pains of death ate much leas than
most persons have been led to believe, and we doubt not that
many persons who live to the age of puberty undergo tenfold
more misery than they would did they understand correct views
concerning the change. In all cases of dying, the individual
suffers no pain after the sensibility of bis nervous system is
destroyed, which is often without much and sometimes with¬
out any previous pain. Those who are struck dead by a stroke
of lightning, those who are decapitated with one blow of the
axe, and those who are instantly destroyed by a crush of the
brain, experience no pain at all in passing from a state of life
to a dead state. One moment's expectation of being thus de¬
stroyed far exceeds id misery the pain during the act. Those
who faint in having a little blood taken from tbe arm, or on
any other occasion, have already endured all the misery they
ever would did they net again revive. Thoee who die of fe¬
vers and most other diseases suffer their greatest pain, as a
general thine, hours, or even days, before they expire. The
sensibility of the nervous system becomes gradually diminish¬
ed < their pain becomes leas and less acute under the same ex¬
isting caaee, and, at tbe moment when their friend* think them
in the greatest distress, they are more at eaee than they have
been for many days previous : their disease, as far as respectstheir feelings, begins to act upon them like an opiate. Indeed
many are already dead as it respects themselves, wheo igno¬
rant bystanders are much the most to be pitied, not for Ihe loss
of their friends, but for their sympathising anguiah. Those
diseases which destroy life without immediately affecting the
nervous system give rise to more pain than those that do affect
the system so as to impair its sensibility. The most painfuldeaths which human beings inflict upon each other are pro¬duced by rack aod fagot. Tbe halter is not so cruel ss either
of these, but more savage than the axe. Horror and pain con¬
sidered, il seems to us that we should choose a narcotic to
either..Charlt* Ktunrllon, M.D.
Death it Drowmisq..At Cape May, on Thursday,Mr. O. P. Pearse, a much-respected merchant of Philadel¬

phia, lost his life in tbe surf, having repaired to Cape May to
promote hi* recovery from a recent illness. He was bathing
in company with his sister-in-law, Mr*. Wad*. Mrs. W. be¬
ing an excellent swimmer, and somewhat daring, tbey ven¬
tured out too far, when the strength of tbe under-current lifted
them off their feet. They lieaame alarmed and tried to go back,
but finding that tbey could not reach bottom with their feet,they, by mutual consent, released their hold of hands. Mrs.
W., wiih admirable presence of mind, thiew herself uponber back and floated with case, but Mr. P. being weak and
reduced from sickness, and being somewhat alarmed,'was un¬
able to sustain himself. He was swept out by the current and
soon lost. Mrs. Wade floated oat some distance before the
surf-boats could be got oat to her rescue, as evesy thing on
tbe beach was thrown into an uproar and confusion by tbe
scene. She was at length pickrd up by a surf-boat, although
in an insensible state, notwithstanding ahe was still floating.Mr. Prarue's body was not recovered.
* Another account says that Mr. Pearse was alarmed by see¬
ing Mrs. Wade apparently in danger, and was swimming to
ber aid when be became exhausted and went down. Mr. P.
was a partner in the house of Pearse and Elbert.

It is noted in the BJew York papers as a remarkable fact
that, although the ship yards in that city are fully employed,
there is not one ship on the stock* intended for a *ailing ves¬
sel. There are now ten steamers building, some of which
are already laonched, and will be aoon ready for aervice.
The Statb Bah* o» 0»io has become the most impor¬

tant institution on this mntinent. With thirty-seven
branches, covering the whole State, all bound together by one
common interest, and in all important respectsw governed by
on* head, tbe Board of Control. It now issues five and a
half millions of currency ; sustains an accommodation line, in
the way of notes and bills discounted, of seven millions ; holds
two millions of specie, and he* a cash capital of #3,400,000.
These facts we gather (through Thompson's Bank Note Re¬
porter) from . statement made op to the 6th rf June.-

MESSAGE OF THE PRE8IDENT,
ANNOUNCING TO CONGRESS THE END OF THE

WAR WITH MEXICO.

To the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States

I lay before Congress copies of a treaty of peace, friend¬
ship, limit*, and settlement between the United States and
the Mexican Republic, the ratifications of which were duly
exchanged the city of Queretaro, in" Mexico, on the 30th
day of May, 1848.

"

«.

The war in which our country was reluctantly involved in
the necessary vindication of the national rights and honor has
been thus terminated, and I congratulate Congress and our

common constituents upon the restoration of an honorable
peace.
The extenaive and valuable territories ceded by Mexico to

the United States constitute indemnity for the past, and the
brilliant achievements and signal successes of our arms will be
a guaranty of security for the future, by convincing all nations
that our rights must be respected. The results of the war
with Mexico have given to the United States a national cha¬
racter abroad which our country never before enjoyed. Our
power and our resource* have become known and are respect-
ed throughout the world, and we shall probably be saved from
the necessity of engagiog in another fjreigu war for a long
series of years.

It is a subject of congratulation that we have passed through
a war of more than two yeara* duration with the business of the
country uninterrupted, with our resources unexhausted, and
the public credit unimpaired.

I communicate for the information of Congress the accom¬

panying documents and correspondence relating to the nego¬
tiation and ratification of the treaty.

Before the treaty can be fully executed on the part of the
United States legislation will be required.

It will be proper to make the necessary appropriations for
the payment of the twelve millions of dollars stipulated by the
twelfth article to be paid to Mexico in four equal annual in¬
stalments. Three millions of dollars were appropriated by the
act of March 3, 1847, and that sum was paid to the Mexican
Government after the exchange of ratifications of the treaty.
The fifth article of the treaty provides that, "in order to

' designate the boundary line with duo precision upon autho-
' ritative maps, and to establish upon the ground landmarks
. which shall show the limits of both republics, as described
' in the present article, the two Governments shall each ap-
* point a commissioner and a surveyor, who, before the expi-
' ration of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifica-
' tions of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diego, and
' proceed to run and mark the said boundary in its whole
' course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte."

It will be necessary that provision should be made by law
for the appointment of a commissioner and ft surveyor on the
part of the United States, to act in conjunction with a com¬
missioner and surveyor appointed by Mexico in executing the
stipulations of this article.

It will be proper also to provide by law for the appointment
of a " board of commissioners" to adjudicate and decide upon
all claims of our citizens against the Mexican Government,
which by the treaty have been assumed by the United States.
New Mexico and Upper California have been ceded by

Mexico to the United 8tates, and now constitute a part of our
country. Embracing nearly ten degrees of latitude, lying
adjacent to the Oregon territory, and extending from the Pa¬
cific Ocean to the Rio Grande, a mean distance of nearly a
thousand miles, it would be difficult to estimate Ihe value of
these possessions to the United States. They constitute of
themselves a country large enough for a great enpire, and
their acquisition is second only in importance to tha: of Louis¬
iana in 1803. Rich in mineral and agricultural resources,
with a climate of great salubrity, they embrace the most im¬
portant ports on the whole Pacific coast of the continent of
North America. The possession of the ports of 8an Diego,
Monterey, and the Bay of San Francisco will enable the Uni¬
ted States to command the already valuable and rapidly in¬
creasing commerce of the Pacific. The number of our whale-
ships alone now employed in that sea exceeds seven hundred,
tequiring more than twenty thousand seamen to navigate
them, while the capital invested in this particular branch of
commerce is estimated at not less than forty millions of do(lars.
The excellent harbors of Upper California will under our flag
afford security and repoe^ to our commercial marine, and Ame¬
rican mechanics will soon furnish ready means of ship-build-
ing and repair, which are now so much wanted in that distant
sea.

By the acquisition of these possessions we are brought into
immediate proximity with the west coaat of America, from
Cape Horn to the Russian possessions north of Oregon ; with
the islands of the Pacific Ocean ; and, by a direct voyage in
steamers, we will be in less than thirty days of Canton and
other ports of China.

In this vast region, whose rich resources are aoon to be de¬
veloped by American energy and enterprise, great must be the
augmentation of our commerce, and with it new and profit¬
able demands for mechanical labor in all its branches, and new
and valuable markets for our manufactures and agriculturaf
products.

While the war has been conducted with great humanity
and forbearance, and with complete success on our pari, tbc
peace has been concluded on terms the most liberal and mag¬
nanimous to Mexico. In her hands the territories now ceded
had remained, and it is believed would have continued to re-

mam, almost unoccupied, and of little value to her or to any
other nation, whilst as a part of oar Union they will be pio-
ductive of vast benefits to the United States, to the commer-
cial world, and the general interests of mankind.
The immediate establishment of territorial governments,

and the extension of our laws over these valuable possessions,
are deemed to be cot only important, but indispensable to pre¬
serve order and the due administration of justice within their
limits, to afford protection to the inhabitants, and to facilitate
the development of the vast resources and wealth which their
acquisition has added to our country.
The war with Mexico having terminated, the power of the

Executive to establish or to continue temporary civil govern¬
ments over these territories, which existed under the laws of
nations whilst they were regarded as conquered provinces in
our military occupation, has ceased. By their cession to the
United States, Mexico has no longer any power over them,
and until Congress shall act the inhabitants will be without
any organized government. Should tbey be left in this con¬
dition, confusion and anarchy will be likely to prevail.

Foreign commerce to a considerable amount is now carried
on in the ports of Upper California, which will requite to be
regulated by our laws. As soon as our system shall be ex¬
tended over this commerce, a revenue of considerable amount
will be at once collected, and it is not doubted that it will be
annually increased. For these and other obvious reasons, I
deem it to be my duty earnestly to recommend the action of
Congress on the subject at the present session.

In organising governments over these territories, fraught
with such vast advantages to every portion of our Union, I
invoke that spirit of concession, conciliation, and compromiseio your deliberations in which the constitution was framed ;
in which it ahould be administered ; and which is so indis¬
pensable to preserve and perpetuate the harmony and union
of the States. We should never forget that this union of con¬
federated States was established and cemented by kindred
blood, and by the common toils, sufferings, dangers, and tri¬
umphs of all its parts, and has been the ever-augmenting
source of our national greatness and of aU our blessings.

There has perhaps been no period, since the warning so

impressively given to his countrymen by Washington to guard
against geographical divisions and sectional parties, which ap¬
peals with gwater force than the present to the patriotic, sober-
minded, and reflecting of all parties and of all aections of our
country. Who can calculate the value of our glorious Union '

It is a model and example of free government to all the world,and is the star of hope and the haven of rest to the oppressed of every clime. By its preservation we have been rapidlyadvanced as a nation to a height of strength, power, and hap¬piness without a parallel in the history of the world. As we
extend its blessings over new regions shall we be so unwise
ss to endanger its existence by geographical divisions snd
dissensions' jWith a view to encourage the early settlement of these dis¬
tant possessions, I recommend that Hheral grants of the pub¬lic lands be soured to all our citizens who have settled, or
may in a limited period settle, within their limits.

In execution of the provisions of the treaty, orders have
been issued to our military and naval forces to etacuate with¬
out delay the Mexican provinces, cities, towns, and fortified
places in our militsry occupation, snd which are not embraced
in the territories ceded to tba United 8tates. The army ia
already on il« way to the United States. That portion of it,
as well regulars as volunteers, who engaged to wrve duringthe war witfc Mexico, will be discharged as soon as they can
be transport or marched to convenient points in the vicinityof their homea. A part of the regulsr army will be employ¬ed in New Mexico ami Upper California, to afford protectionto the inhabitants and to guard our interests in these terri¬
tories.
The old army, as it existed before the commencement of the

war with Mexico, especially if authority be given to fill upthe rank and file of the sevsral corps to the maximum num¬
ber authored during the war, it ia believed will be a suffi¬
cient force to be retained in service during a period of peace.A few additional officers in the line and ataff of the army have
been authorized, and these, it is believed, will be necessaryin the p*i<* establishment, and shonld be retained in the ser¬
vice. The numbtr of the general officers may be reduced, aa
vacancies occur by the casualties of the service, to what it
was before the war.

While the people of other countries, who live under forma
of govrrriment less free than our own, have bees for agea op¬
pressed hy taxation to support larfs standing armies in periods
of peace, oar experience has shown that such establishments
¦re unnecessary in a republic. Our Manding army ia to be
found in the bosom of society. It is composed offree citiams,
who are ever ready to take op arms in the service of their

country when an emergency require* it Our experienc(be war just closed fully confirms the opumo that such
army may tte raised upon a lew weeks' notitt), and Uiai
ciuzen soldiers are equal to any troopa in tM world,
reason, therefore, is perceived wby we should enlarge our!forces, and thereby subject the Treasury to an annual inerted charge. Hound policy requires that we ahoukl avoidcreation of a large standing army in a period of peace.public exigency requires it. Much armies are not onlypensive and unnecessary, but may become dangerous UvlibeBetides making the necessary legislative provisions for
execution of the treaty, and the establiahment of territo
governments in the ceded country, we have upon the resu
tton of peace other important duties to perform. Among itI regaid none as more important than the adoption of promeasure* f,.r the speedy extinguishment of the national d<It is against sound policy and the genius of our iustitutithat a public debt should be permitted to exist a day Ionthan the means of the Treasury will enable the (Jovemm
to pay it oli. We should adhere to (he wise policy Ui'l doby President Washington, of "avoiding the accumulator' debt, not only by shunning occasions of eipense, but' vigorous exeitions in time of peace to discharge the de* which unavoidable wsrs have occasioned, not ungenerou' throwing upon posterity the burden which we oursel'' ought to bear." /
At the commencement of the present Administration i

public debt amounted to seventeen millions seven hundred a
eighty-eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine dolland sixty-two cents. In consequence of the war with Mexit has been necessarily increased, and now amounts to sixifive millions seven hundred and seventy-eight thouaand khundred and fifty dollars and forty-one cents, including t
stock and Treasury notes which may yet be issued under t
act of January 28, 1847, arid the sixteen million loan recen
negotiated under the act of March 31, 1848.

In addition to the amount of the debt, the treaty stipuiatthat twelve millions of dollars shall be paid to Mexico,four equal annual instalments of three millions each, the fi
of which will fall due on the 30th day of May, 1849. T
treaty also stipulates that the United States shall " assume a:
pay" to our own citizens " the claims already liquidated ai
decided against the Mexican republic," and " all claims n
heretofore decided against the Mexican Government," "to i
amount not exceeding three and one-quarter millions of, d(
lars." The " liquidated" claims of citizens of the Unit
States against Mexico, as decided by the joint board of Cor
missioners, under the convention between the United Stat
and Mexico of the 11th of April, 1839, amounted to tv
millions and twenty-six thousand one hundred and thirty-nildollars and sixty-eight cents. This sum was p*yahU in twen
equal annual instalments. Three of them have been paid to tl
claimants by the Mexican Government, and two by the Uniti
States, leaving to be paid of the principal of the " liquidate
amount assumed by the United States, the sum of one millit
five hundred and nineteen thousand six hundred and four di
lars and seventy-six cents, together with the interest thereo
These several amounts of " liquidated" and unliquidaticlaims assumed by the United States, it is believed may
paid as they fall due, out of the accruing revenue, without t
issue of stock or the creation of any additional public debt.

I cannot too strongly recommend to Congress the impo
tance of husbanding all our national resources; of limiting tl
public expenditures to necessary objects ; and of applying i
the surplus at any time in the Treasury to the redemption
the debt. I recommend that authority be vested in the Ex
cutive, by law, to anticipate the period of reimbursement
such portion of the debt as may not be now redeemable, ai
to purchase it at par, or at the premium which it may cor
mand in the market, m all cases in which that authority h
not already been granted. A premium has been obtained
the Government on inUch the larger portion of the loans, ai
if, when the Government becomea a purchaser of its oy
stock, it shall command a premium in the maiket, it will 1
sound policy to pay it rather than to pay the semi-annual in! I
rest upon it. The interest upon the debt, if the outstandijTreasury notes shall be funded, from the end of the last fist
year until it shall fall due and be redeemable, will be ve

nearly equal to the principal, which must itself be ultimo
ly paid.

Without changing or modifying the present tariff of dutit
so great has-been the increase of our commerce under its I
nign operation, that the revenue derived from that source a
from the ssles of the public lands will, it is confidently t
lieved, enable the Government to discharge annually sevei
millions of the debt, and at the same time possess the mea
of meeting necessary appropriations for all other proper o

jects. Unless Congress shall authorize largely increased e'
pond itu res for objects not of absolute necessity, the whole pu
lie debt existing before the Mexicsn war, and that created <J
ring its continuance, may be paid off without any increase
taxation on the people long before it will fall due.
Upon the restoration of peace we should adopt a policy

ed to a state ol peat.. In doing this the earliest practicable pa
ment of the public debt should be a cardinal principle of actio

Profiting by the experience of the past, we should avt
the errors into which the country was betrsyed shortly af
the close of the war with Great Britain in 1815. In a f«
years after that period a broad and latitudinous construct!
of the powers of the Federal Government unfortunately :jceived but too much countenance. Though the country w

burdened with a heavy public debt, large, and in some instam
unnecessary and extravagant, expenditures were authom
by Congress. The consequence was, that the payment of t
debt was postponed for more than twenty years, and evendk-ifc:
was only accomplished by the stern will and unbending pc
cy of President Jackson, who msde its payment a leadi
measure of his Administration. He resisted the attemi
which were made to divert tho public money from that gr<
object, and apply it in waateful and extravagant expendituifor other objects, some of them of more than doubtiul con*
tutional authority and expediency. ,f I

If the Government ol the United States shall observe a p/fl
per economy in its expenditure*, and be confined in ita acti
to the conduct of our foreign relations, and to the few ge
ral objecta of ita care enumerated in the constitution, lesVi
all municipal and local legislation to the 8tates, our greatn
aa a nation, in moral and phyaical power, and in wealth a
resources, cannot be calculated.
By persuing this policy, oppressive measures, opera tijunequally and unjustly upon aectiona and cla*>ce, will

avoided, and the people, having no cause of complaint,
pursue their own interests, under the blessings of equal la
and the protection of a just and paternal Government,
abstaining from the exercise of all powers not clearly cocfi
red, the c«ment of our glorioaa Union, now numbering ttti
States, will be strengthened as we grow in age and incre
in population, and our future deatiny will be without a para
or example in the history of nations.

JAME8 K. POLK.
Wis«i!»6TOir, Jolt 8, 1848.
The message having been read in the Horst or Rsr^

StWTATIvis-

Mr. BURT moved to refer so much of it aa relates to ma
ing provisions for carrying into effect the treaty with Mexicjto the Committee of Ways and Mrana ; so much as relates[the army, to the Committee on Military Affairs; so much '

relates to the establishment of territorial governments, to L
Committee on the Territories < and that the messageprinted.

Mr. McKAY suggested to the gentleman to modifymotion. There was another very important part of the m(
sage.much more important than that which referred to ti
appropriations necessary to carry the treaty into effect; I
those would not be needed until the next session. He refj
red to that which proposed to authorize the President to pi"chase the stock of the Government, and suggested that tljportion be referred also to the Committee of Ways ad
Means.

Mr. BURT acquiesced in the suggestion, and modified l|motion accordingly.
Mr. McCLERNAND aaid there was another portion *'4which related to the public lands. This should be referred

the Committee on Public Lands. [Mr. VINTON said, before that portion of the n
which related to the territories was referred to the CommU!
on the Territories, he desired to know a little mora distinct
what it was that constituted the territory that we had acqued. He understood this message to say that we had acquiiby this cession the country beyond the Rio Grande. We
knew that the President of the United Stales had eet upgovernment and kept in operation a government for nea
two years past on this side of the Rio Grande. He informthis Hou»e that these governments which he had set up by vir'Iof his military authority were now extinguished by the peacjIf the territory of the United Htates prior to this war exten!ed to the Rio Grande, he desired to know by what authorilthe Preaident of the United States bad established governmet1there > He desired that some investigation should be haithat the President of the United 8tates should be called up<to communicate to thia House by what authority be had esthlished a government at Hants Fe, and had exerciaed l)<powers of Government there.
Mr. BURT suggested to the gentleman from Ohio to alloithe quertion to be taken on the reference of the message, »:(that the debate, which the gentleman seemed to have con;menced, he carried on on the question of printing the mesaagMr. VINTON replied that when the message was referrt,it was out of the hands of the House. Aa he had alreac.said, if the boundary of the United States before thia war e:jtended to the Rio Grande he trusted this message would tie*be referred until the President of the United States had beecalled upon to declare by what authority be had establiahed

government over any of the then territories of the Unit*Sutcs, or within the limita of any State of thia UnioiIf Texas extended to the sources of the Rio Grande, hdesired to know by what authority the President had set upGovernment within the territory of a Stale of this UnionIf be had done it, it was a high-handed usurpation of powerwhich he did not see how it was possible for this House, as thimpeaching authority of this country, to pass over withotinotice. If the territory on this side of the Rio Grande waaportion of Mexico, if it was acquired by our arms, the que^tioo aa to hia rjjfct to aet up military government* by virttof subjugation ant noquest, stood on the aame footings tKi


